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By “IAN MACLAREN,”

(Author of “The Bonnie Brier Bush,'' ete.)

A NUMBER OF REASONS SET FORTH WITH MUCH FORCE AND FEEL- i
ING WHY ONE WHO WISHES TO READ A BOOK
SHOULD BUY, NOT BORROW, IT.

As 1 wish to make
those innumerable,
Ing and highly
Rt any walting and
borrow a book, & book of
value, Instead of buving it
peaple are accustomed to have their
dealt with let
four reasons why a self-respecting person,
who has a few shillings to spare,
&St enough 10 : book, buy a
book instead of borrowing. And the first is
that he may not =in agalnst its owner, for
If any one lends a book, even to his dear-
est friend, and a person of the highest
character, there is a large risk that he will
never see it aganin. People always return
an umbrella which has been lent them on
B wet day, and very often at least they re-
pay money which they have asked for in a
#trait, but it is a high degree of virtue
when they bring back your books. Books
@0 not seem to be property unless you hap-
pen to have bought them, or they are lying
In a bookseller's shop. If they belong to
pour neighbor they ssem In some mysteri-
bus way to be the capital of the common-
Wwealth, and if they drift from his posses-
Rlon to yvours, there s no necessity they
should be sent back. The sight of the man’s
hat, or his coat, te say nothing of his
purse, In your room, would make you mis-
arable, and if you used them would suggest
the police. But a book! Weil, it slipped in
among your own, and the housemaid, pos-
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Fanged it In an obscure your
shelves or in your bookcase, or you liked it
#0 much that It grew famillar to you, and
you began to wonder whether it had not
Yeen your own all the time; or there was no
name on the book—some people hating to
have thelir books like dogs with a collar—
and so you didn't know where to restore it,
Jf the owner be a very business-like and
stralght-forwurd person he will remember
that he lent the book to you—there are
persons who are sald to keep the names
and addresses of all borrowers, but in the
course of a varied life I have never met
one. The chances, however, are that al-
fhough the owner will missg his book he will
mot be sure who has got it, or If he is he
gmay not have the courage to demand 1t
Jt is many vears ago since an eminent man,
mn ecclesiastical leader and dector of di-
winity, and one who spoke to me plainly
concerning my many faults, borrowed a
copy of onr chlef woman poet In two vol-
umes, that condescending from great af-
fairs he might cast a careless eye over her
svork on a rallway journey, and the book
was to be returned to me within a moder-
mte season. Perhaps it was not wonderful
that amldst great affairs he should forget
the debt to an obscure person, but I missed
my book and, sitting in the great man's
study, entered into the mind of Naboth,
svhen I saw my lamb amid the flock of
sheep, round his room. Thersa was not in
me courage enough to remind him of the
Joan, and so I fell on the weak expedient
of bringing conversation round to that par-
ticular poet, and asking If one ought to
study her. It pleased me much to hear the
great man commend her work, and to ex-
'pl‘ul his surprise that I had not a copy.

gave me some little advice on the for-
mation of & lbrary, and all the time my
eyes turned to the book which had left me
forever, and I saw a new way of forming a
Mbrary. There Is no plan of insuring the
return of a book after it has passed into
some peoples’ hands, except stamping every
hundredth page, as they do in ecirculating
libraries, with your name and address, and
after you have done that you would be
quite willing that the borrower should keep
the book forever.

And another reason against borrowing
Pooks is that one mav not sin, for T am
now speaking to a woman, against her own
family. Caraful house mothers congratulate
themselves upon two virtues: one is that
they save money by borrowing instead of
Puying books, and the other is that they
take every means to protect their famllles
from infe:rtion. Do they understand that
the one virtue absolutely neutrallzes the
other? This good woman will not enter the
door of a house where there is the mildest
Infectious disease; she will cross the street
if she sees a lady approaching whose chil-
dren had chicken pox a month ago; she will
Be furious at any one who calls from a
home where a child has whooping cough,
and she does not like the idea of a clergv-
man visiting her, after being in a house
where there is typhoid fever lest he should
Pring it In on his coat talls. 8o nervous, so
careful, so devoted is thke good mother
But, Instead of buying a nice, clean, whole-
some, harmless book for the reading of her
family, she will wait six weeks till her turn
comes for the same book at a circulating
Nbrary. and it does not matter how dirty
it may be, she will give it cheerfully to her
boy to read or will read It herself with
gusto. Does the excellent and economical
woman not know that the book is very
likely a pesthouse of disease, simply jump-
inr; with chicken pox, measles, scariet fever
a1yl other horrors? Let me assure my friend
that an author is deeply concerned when
w12 thinks that the book which he intended
1o be a help to human life has become a
source of sanitary danger. The author is
told by his scientifie friends that microbes
are overywhere, and he is haunted with
the thought that his innocent book may be
simply plastered with the germa of diseass.
Jle would, therefore, take this opportunity
of respectfully suggesting to every mother
who Is In the custom of borrowing books,
that his particular book, before it be read,
should be placed in a bath of earbolic
=the leaves being opened so that the
nfectant may reach every page, and then
that it be dried at the and after that
the book be given freely for reading to the
members of the family. This advice [ offer
through a =pirit of philanthropy,
considerable ever since a lady
gaid to me Iately, “would not this make the
book very disagreeable and unpleasant to
read ™ and I was obliged to confess that it
would. And when then said *“that it
might bas better in those circumstances to
buy a copy for oneself,” T felt that if the
panse of humor in a woman is not so fully
déveloped as in a man, this lady was able
st least to arrive at a reasonable
sion. Would it net be cheaper—this is my
point—and to Epend more
the bookseller’'s than at the
to take a® much care that
not come into the house
books as a tonkes
gpersons”?

Book-borrowing is also a sin against a
struggling and deserving clasa of tollers, 1
refer, although with much diffidence, to au-
thors. Every one who knows anything
about writing men is aware that, with a
few exceptions, they live on the border-
jJand of poverty, but it is the reooted convic-
tion of a credulous public that they are
rolling In richies. If an author’s novel s In
the tenth thousand, the Intelligent public
makes & rapid calculation, multiplying 10,000
ahlllinge by six, and reducing shillings to
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Iinterviewers, # convention of their
craft, author, describu
his as a gentleman's
country place, and the pony which brought
the man from the house
palr thoroughbreds, and
modest chop and rice pudding, which
the author offer, ns a lord
feast, with French names for the dishes.
It is simply the of the trade, but
when one of its masters will finally suggest
that he could hardly
speak about books at all because he, that
Is the author, was so taken up with his
stables, and his hounds, and his shooting,
and his orchids, one must make some ex-
cuse for a trusiful public. As a matter of
fact, and always excepting two or three
men, the author hardly knows how to
make both ends meet, and if a lady gnly
knew how much depended on a book being
bought and not loaned, their tender and
beneficent hearts would never allow them
to borrow again. Buying instead of borrow-
it'g for one month, might mean butcher's
meat in a poor novelist's house for a week
and surely the sight of his hungry children
may well rise before the Christian imagi-
nation. This is, however, a side of book-
buying so personal and so affecting that
his feelings do not allow the writer to
dwell upon it at greater length,

And I am moved to point out, as the
preachers say finally, which in their case
usually means half way through, that bor-
rowing is likely to end in sin against the
books themselves. Can you concelve the
feeling of a book which does not belong to
the “submerged tenth,”” but has lived in
respectable circumstances, when it finds
itself in certain, thoughtless and uncivil-
Ized hands? The hands of those who borrow
and will not buy. Can that book expect, 1
will not say courtesy, can it expect even
decency from such people? They have no
idea of the respect due to 2 book nor the
consideration which it deserves. If it be
not cut up they will perform this most deli- |
cale operation with anything, a steel knife,
a rallway ticket, or on emergency their
own fingers. They will mark the place
where they stopped reading by turning
down half a dogzen leaves, or by pressing
the open book face down against the table:
they will make insane notes on tha mar-
gin, and In extreme cases wlill even extra
fllustrate the book. They will use the book
as a fire screen to keep the heat from theis
faces, or as a pillow on which to sleep, or
a pedestal on which to stand a flower pot,
or ag a block of wood to keep a door open,
Any place and any use is good enough for
a book when it Is sold into slavery among |
the barbarians, the last
acts of person to
lend him a and 1\‘&>ll;bmuul
book. There are not many worthy of such
a confidence, question whether
any bookman should ever allow his tine edi- I
tions to go out, or whether any other book-
man should ever wish to the
sibiiity of their charge. It is a pleasant
sight, when it does happen, to see the care
with which the one book lover will receive
the cherished volume from the other, as if
it were the charge of a child which he was |
taking. And the anxiety with which he will
wrap up the calf or morocco that
rain nor dust may touch it, and the vigi-
lance with which he will watch over it in
his own study, and then the flush of gratl-
tude with which, at the end of the ap-
pointed time, for a period will be fixed for
the visit of this child, he will restore it to
its parent, and proudly demand a full quit-
tance because he has brought it back with-
out =pot or wrinkle or any such thing.
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Next Week: “He that Is Least.”
[*Copyright by D. T. Pierce. All Rights
Reserved. ]

IN THE GOSSIP'S CORNER.

L.ast week we cons!dered, in connection
with the proposition to Install a sewage
farm for the use of Indianapplis, the dis-
posal of sewage in its broader aspects;
recognizing the necessity existing for an
effective and sanitary method; considering I
briefly the dangers and nuisances ar!slhgi
from the discharge of sewage into rivers;
conceding the theoretical perfection of the
land treatment of sewage disposal, and dis-
cussing briefly some of the general objec-
tions, both operative and sanitary, to this
method, This brought us down to the hy-
glenic aspects of the land-irrigation gystem,
which you will recall I alluded to under
three heads, i. ¢, (1) offensive and Injurious
emanations, (2) pollution of subsoil water
and (3) distribution of undefecated sewage
containing the ova of entozoa. Let us con-
sider these in detall here.

x LS 4

There is ample eyidence of the offensive
and injurious from sewage
farms. The strongest possible citations may
be made of the experiences of the citles of
Great Britain and the continent,

cemanations

where the
gystem has been longest in use. The river
pollution commiszsioners of England admit

that odors do arise from land irrigated lgm-;msr danger.
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with sewage, day after day, for Years.

The Craigentinny meadows, near Edin-

burgh, can only be described as filthy, says

their report. The reports of successive sur-

geons at the barracks adjeoining the mead-

ows describe the stench as “asickening.” Of

the Crovdon sewage farm at Beddington,

Dr. Creasy, surgeon at the Beddington

Orphan Asylum., reporied that “typhoid

fever had been in every cottage on the es-

tate, every case assuming a particular type,

accompanied by what i called a "sewage

tongue.” " Dr. Clouston traced an out- |
break of J(ysentery in the Cumberiand

and Westmoreland Asylum to the eflluvia |
from a sewage farm.

X X »
Dr. Tidy and agrees with Cop-
land's statement that sewer gases are nev-
€r s0 bad as when emitted from sewage

spread out upon the land. It is because sol-

quotes

| id matter is given off during evaporation.

As the turpentine in lead paint is evaporat-
ing, solid lead carbonate is carried into the
alr, and produces lead poisoning among the |
inmates of freshly painted houses. This is
of the volatility of the lead,
but because of the mechanical dislodgment
of lead particles during the evaporation of
the volatile constituents of the paint. When
the smell has gone the danger is passed, So
it i with sewage. Hawksley says: “Walter
irrigation carried in warm weather is
exceedingly unhealthy. 1 can speak posi-
tively, from repeated observation in differ-
ent places, that the odor, particularly at
night and particularly on still, damp even-
ings in autumn, is very sickly indeed, and

because

on

| that in all these cases a great deal of dis-

ease prevalls. The sewage forms a deposit
on the surface of the ground; that deposit
forms a cake of organic matter, and
ganic matter, when it is in a damp state,
as it usually is, gives off, in warm weather,
a most odious stench.”

Buchanan, in his masterly research, has
that phthisis {8 more prevalent
where there is a wet atmosphere than
where there is a dry one, and Pottenkofer,
of Munich, regards fever and cholera as de-
pendent on fluctuations in the level of
ground water charged with sewage. Dr.
Sturge, in a paper before the Institution of
Surveyors (In l:‘.hgland the city engineer is
called the surveyor), said that 0 per cent
of the houses In Parls have cesspools, and
from the remaining 20 per cent. the solid
matter is not allowed to enter the sewers.
Of the 60,000,000 gallons dally of Paris sew-
age, 10,000,000 galions were treated on 914
acres of land at Gennevilliers. This land
has about five Inches of alluvial soil rest-

or-

aside the question of the success or non-
success of the farm in its commercial as-
pect, it is to noted that the value of |

building land In the vicinity has decreased,

e

fered from a rise in the level of =subsoil |
water, On Page 163 of his report on the
Paris sewers, Dr. Sturge says: ""Great com-
plaints have been made that since the
troduction of the irrigation, agw

come far more common than it was before,
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has be-

I and more deaths occur from diarrhoea and

dysentery.”
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thing is abundantly evident, viz.,
that it is impossible to secure a pure efilu- '
[Land covered
with a vigorous crop of growing vegetation
is totally different from land on which no
vegetation is growing. Land under the in- |
summer warmth and active
is différent from what it is in |
times of frost or snow. Land flooded with
heavy rains is not the same as it is in dry
Inequality of purification—at
time good, at another doubtful, at another
absolutely useless—is the record of land
irrigation wherever it has been tried. The
sewage comes every day to be treated, and
whether the farm
is or will be in condition to treat it, And
more than this, the very condition that in-
creases the quantity of sewage to be dealt
with (such as heavy rains), also is the con-
dition that temporarily the land. |
And vet again, the condition that increases
the bulk of the sewage, or at any rate iLs
polinting character—the population—is that
which makes costly the land in
the neighborhood, and may make it impos-
sible to procure at any price.
X X X

Having touched upon the poliution of sub-
goil water In connection with the subject of
emanations from sewage farms, there
maing only the necessity, in re the former
matter, to the report of the parlia-
mentary special committee on the sewage
of towns that *if the power of the soil be
overtaxed (that is, if too much sewage be
applied), there must, of necessity, be injury
to wells and running streams.”” This report
was accompanied by clitations from the re-
ports of local condltions at many of the
English and Scoteh towns whers sewage
farms are maintained.

X X %

Every medical practitioner recognizes the
fact that entozolc diseases have an e¢xternal
origin—i. e., that the ova or parasites come

One

fluences of

one

CAnN

say

dizables

condition

re-

Cltle

in, the human body. Milllons of ova are
volded with every segment discharged by
the person afllicted with tapeworm, each
ovum being capable of producing a measle
in the flesh of an animal, and each measle
a tapeworm in the body of a man. The late
Dr. Tidy said he had seen watercreases and
celery grown on sewage ground, having a
gquantity of dried sewage matter deposited
on the stems. *“I have,”” he said, **with
more than a cook’'s patience, tried to wash
this matter off, but the tenacity with whieh
it sticks upon the surface of the vegetable
when once dry is perfectly astounding. Be
it remembered that watercresses and celery
are eaten uncooked."

Bewage always contains excremental ova.
The grass covered with sewnga, eaten, as it
is, with rapacity by the cattle, infects their
bodies with the larval varasite. Thus the
meat is measly, and measly meat, except
for efficient cooking, means tapeworm to
the human subject. Perhaps a similar story
might be told of trichina, with its ten times
No doubt, as an accident,

wid me foot when l.ho —.‘

| fact

. Magnolia
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the danger i constant, but sewage irriga- | the amount of %, with other subsidiary

tion would practically render it an affair of
certainty. Dr. Cobbold, another English
expert, pertinently asks: “May we not, in-
deed, but too reasanably conjecture that
the wholesale distribution of tapeworm
¢gEs, by the utilization of sewage
stupendous s¢ale, will tend to spread abroad
a ciass of diseases, some of which are ex-
ceedingly formidable? 1 firmly
an affirma-
am that
parasites are propagated in this particular
way, and I surely see unpleasant results if
no steps are taken to counteract the evil.
The whole question is, in truth, of vast
hygienic importance.”™
¥ K
We have now to review
fore set forth; to consider

am Coll-
vinced of the truth embodied in

tive reply to this query. 1 certain

the facts hereto-
tical diffeulties which will be In the way of
the Installation and operation of a sewage
farm, and to cite some of the experiences
of communities that are operating them,
noting matters of cost and completeness or
attained,

incompleteness of results

again 1 must crave

all the contideration we can give it, and if
we shall digest what has been before set
forth we shall be in a recepiive state of
mind for that that Is to come.

THE GOSSIP.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.,

On what date did Bill Nye,
die?—KE. A,

Feb. 22, 1808,

he humorist,

- e L

Does the law passed in the State of New
York providing for contract marriage re-
quire a divorce in case persons so married
should separate 7—Reader,

It does.

Was General French captured by the |

Boers, and where ig he?—C. K.

No: he has been commander of the First
Army Corps at Aldershot, England, since
October, 18L

- = +

Are shorthorn and Durham

same?—H. H.

Yes; both names are applied to short-
horne, the County of Durham, in England,
belng regarded as the herd’s starting place.

+ = o+

Which has the greater area,

cattle the

Canada or

the United States, and Is Alaska included? |

—HB. L. Z.

Including Alaska
the greater area;
verse s Lrye.

the United States has
without Alaska the re-

Who is President of Argentine Republie?
2. Where ecan 1 get Information as to the
climate and opportunities of that country?
—Baker,

Jullo A. Roca. 2. At the Bureau of Amer-
ican Republics, Washington, D. C.

o =

What erimes are punishable in Texas by
death?—C. P. B.

Murder, rape and perjury to a material
in a capltal ease; a trial court may
substitute life imprisonment for the death
penalty.
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different
Girl

How many
there?—Little

Adelung put their number, including dia-
lects, at 3424, and noted that 937 were
Asiatic, 587 European, 276 African and 1,624
American and dialects.

¥ - e

How many distriet schools in Indiana are
Incated on cross-=section lines, with but one
dirt road for convenlence ?—7T. E.

We cannot Write the
tendent ol instruction,
for information on the subject.

languages are

say. Lo superin-

public

Where can 1 find a short
drew Carnegie?™0. E. L.

In the Review of Reviews (American) for
April, 1800; also in a book by O. 8. Marden,
entitled “"How They Succeeded,” published

by D. Lothrop & (o.. Baston.

2ketch of An-
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Where does Mr. H. C. Warmoth reside?
He was Governgr of Louisiana shortl
after the elvil war.—Jane.

His residence was for many

Plaquemines

years at

plantation, parish,
Louisiana, and may be there yet.

Was Guiteau, assassin of President Gar-
field. electrocuted or hanged? 2. Who was
the first person electrocuted by law in the
United States?—0,

He was hanged. 2. A
derer named RKemmier,

burn, Aug. 6, 1890

New York
executed at

mur-
Au-

Is there any S-cent
money, and do they
A. B.

Th:- silver half-dime was authorized in
1792 and 1ts coinage was not discontinued
by law until 1873, though it practically

nited States =ilver
mint any now?™—F.

! ceased several years previously.

+ + o+

Did the Custer massacre occur in Wyom-
ing, Montana or Dakota? Are the Little
Big Horn and the Big Horn the same
rivers?—8, M. B.

In southern Montana, near the Little Big
Horn, and not very far from where that
stream jolns the Big Horn, of which it is

a branch.
= = %
What will remove thie marks on the neck
due to high collars and furs?—A. M.
Apply lemon Julce, and after it has re-
malned for a few minutes wash with warm
water and soap. As the lemon s a bit
harsh, it s well to conclude with cold
cream or the like.
- 3

If the pole star is fortv-two light units
from us, had it shone forty-two years be-
fore balng visible here, and should it dis-
appear, would it be forty-two yvears before
its light would disappear?—J. M. V.

You state the theory of the matter right-
ly; of course, no one has positive knowl-
edge of these points.

- A . o

What takes the place of wire in the Mar-
conl system of wireless telegraphy?—J.
s T,

That hypothetical medium, ether, which |

is credited with marked tenulty and elas-
ticity, and with being the medium by which
light and heat are transmitted. This is
theory, of course, but one that is generally
accepted by sclentists,
e =

Has there ever been in the United States
army an officer with higher rank than lieu-
tenant general? If so.
and whe were they?—J. W,

Y ex. Washington wag commissioned
“general of the armies of the TUnited
States.”™ In 1888 the rank of general was
created for 1. 5. Grant, and on hlis be-
coming President W, T. Sherman became
general

Who is Vinnie Ream Hoxie?-F. E. B.

A sculptor, the wife of Major Richard TI..
Hoxle. United States army, and a resident
of Washington. 8he was born in Madison,
Wis. In 1847, and when fifteen received
a commis=ion 1o execute a life-size statue
of President Lincoin. Later Congress coms-
miseiooed her to make a bust of Admiral
Famagut. 8he has made, besides, many
statues and busts of nobilities.

4 i

Jost before the Greco-Persian war the
Egyptians were employed in spanning the
Hetllespont with a bridge; was Egypt under
Persia at that time? 2. Where was Mount
Athoa™H. B. M.

Yes; Cambyses subdued
B. C., and the Persian doemination lasted
until 400 B. C. At the time you mention
the Egvptians contributed largely to Xerx-
as's fleet 2nd army. 2. In eastern Greece.

e

Was the tmade dollar, when first issued,
a legal tender for any amount not exceed-
tng 7 Is it now a Jegal tender with said
Umitation® If not, bv what lega! enact-
ment did it lose its sald legal tender qual-
ity ™. D.

It was pot originally meant for circula-
tion iIn the United States, but for use In

China and the East, but unintentionally
‘Decame & Jegal tender in this country o

-y

Egypt in 335

on @ |

some of the prac- |

but |
vour patience for an- |
other week. The subject Is well worthy of |

Indianapolis, |

what was the rank |

coins of the government. Its legal tender

quality was taken away by the act of July
| 22, 1873,

+ 4 +
What Is the average rainfall of North
| Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, lowa
and Oklahoma? 2. Which of the above
can produce good crops with the least rain?
3. Can corn pe profitably raised in Okla-
homa ?—-T.

The vearly average in inches of rain and
is, in vour order, 18, 2.8, 5
M and 3. 2. lowa, probably. 3 Yes;
Oklahoma's farmers put yearly over half
a million acres In corn.

' melted snow

. SEE S

Where and by whom was the Great East-
ern built, what were her dimensions and
her chiof voyvages and where and when was
she broken up?-J. G, J.

By Messrs, Scott Russell & Co., from de-
signs made by 1. K. Brunel. She was
Jaunched Jan. 31, 1858, at Millwall, Eng-
land, and was 631 feet long. eighty-three
feet wide, forty-eight feet deep and her
tonnage was 18,915, Her only successiul
trips were in laying cable, and of these
she made several between 1566 and 1874
Aug. 25, 1888, she was beached at New
| Ferry, on the Mersey, to be broken up.

When did Queen Viectoria's reign begin_'.’

2. When did that of Edward VIl begin? I
How should 1 address leiters to United
States consuls or ambasgadors to England,
France, Germany and Russia?-J, W. C.
June 20, 1837. 2. Jan. 22 1901. 3. Prefix
the title “Honorable'” to the name of the
officlal, and designate him as United States
smbassador, consul general, or consul, as
the case may be, following with the name
of the capital of the respective countries.
Ilustration: “The Honorable Andrew D.
‘\\°hilv. United States Ambassador, Berlin,
Germany;” “Hon. William R. Holloway,
United States Consul General, St. Peters-
burg, Russia."

+ = *
Will you glve me some facts of the life
of George Eliot?—F. F,
Mary Ann Evans, whose pseudaynm was
George Ellot, was born in Warwickshire,
England, Nov. 22, 1819, living at home,
where she was well educated and strictly
trained, until 1848, when her father died.
Afterward she settled In London and con-
tributed to the Westminster Review a
| number of remarkable articles. About this
| time she was known to most of the ad-
vanced thinkers of the day, and formed the
union with George Henry lL.ewes that was
| the great false step of her life. Her first
work of fiction appeared in 1857, and, be-
sides her novels, she published poems and
| a drama. After the death of Mr. Lewes,
| in 1878, she married Jonn Walter Cross. On
Dec. 22, 1580, she died.
i

| Will you print a si:mrt history of the Mili-
tary Academy at West Point?-C.

|  As early as 1776 a committee of thé Con-
tinental Congreas was appointed to pre-
pare a plan for a military school, and In
1798 and 17% Washingron made suggestions
to Congress Iin the same direction, but not
till a bill passed March 16, 1802, was the
institution founded. It was conducted
| & small scale in its early vears, and its
real beginning dates from 1817, when Gen.
| 8yvlvanus Thaver took charge. He estab-

lished many features of the academy that |

exist to-day. The custom of appointing

cadets by districts early, and was
made a matter of law in 1843, The nmnlh)y
pay of cadets varied from $24 to $5, the lat-
ter being the present figure. From the
gtart, to and including 1900, 3,993 cadels
were graduated.
' e
In an article which appeared in the Jour-
! nal in Februaryv W, T. Stead is quoted
48 saying that America has 267,150 miles of
| railroads while the rest of the world has
but 67,260, Are the Hgures correct? 2. Should
a gentleman vemove his gloves belfore on-
tering the house when calling on a lady, or
{ wait until the glove s removed before
ehaking Lands? 3. 1If not asking too much,
tell one who don’t know how (o properly in-
troduce people with respect Lo age, se¢x and
station.
Mr. Stead is
statements.

arose

his
According to Poor’'s Manual of
Rallroads of the United States for 1901, the
best of authority, the United States
has 182,161 miles of raliroads. The world’'s
railway mileage at the beginning of 1900,
exclusive of the United States, is ginfn by
other good authorities as 287,739, 2. It is
nol now considered necessary for a gentle-
to remove his glove before shaking
hands with a lady. If he prefers to follow
the old custom and his call is to be a short
| one, he can remove his right glove after en-
itrrim.; the house. As a matter of fact,

wearing of gloves so

not alwavs accurate in

Very

man

| most men find the
| irksome, save for the purpose of protection
| from cold, that they selze the first excuse
for removing them. 3. Introduce the
younger person to the older. the gentle-
man to the lady, the one of lower to the
one of higher station, ete., as “"Mrs. Jones,
allow me to present Mr. Smith.” If the
common, informal method of introduction,
the mere “naming of names,” is used the
name of the lady or the older per=son should
be mentioned first.

A “Steamship Basket™
New York Evening Post.

There is a wide range in the price for
which the fruiterer will pui up a "steam-
ship basket.” He can easily make it cost
$40 or £50. Strangely enough, the frults
| which go to make up the most expensive
| baskets are not the imported, but the do-
| mestic varieties out of searon. Peaches at
i $1 each and plums at 5 cents, In the middle

of winter, are more expensive than almost
| any of the tropiecal varieties bLrought from
| the Indies by steamer. Most of the hol-
( house fruit for the local market s raised
in New Jersey, but the supply is always
small, and the growers have to rely chiely
on special orders from the dealers, for there
is too much uncertainty in depending upon
thelr sale from fruit shops.

In Blindness,

When, llke to one who sleeplessly at night
Writhes on his bed and prays for carly dawn,
With sad eves opened wide to useless sight,
|  *Through age-long hours until the night is
Eone—
| When, like to him, I hear the headless clock
| Lag through long gquarters of the unchanging
I Vears,
| The while these restless fingers interloek
In unshamed prayer for the relisf of tears—
Lord! then, unwilling, I must worship still,
And, wronged and robbed, must 3tll] Thy debtor
be
| Tn Faith—enduring through this sorest {ll—
That dawn will foliow night's eternity,
The endless seasons’ final hour ba past,
And dead eyes waked In death to life at last!
Indianapolls. —Joseph Traxler.

A STUDY IN
LICHENS

The Written Lichen and Its
Varieties—~Where They Are
Found. Curious Resemblances.
Lichens of the Buddhbist Temples.

The written lichen belongs to a very large
group of lichens, numbering about sixiy or
seventy species, all of which distinct
from other lHchens and well marked to the
eye, owing to thelr greater or less resembs
lance to written characters, but which blend
inte each other by intermediate
states that they might well be I ferred to
as one and the same Puck, in them,
seems to delight in the forging of all Kinds
of writings. from the child's vague, shape-
less scrawl to the finished calligraphy of
the cultivated scholar. Sometimes the writ-
ing is a=s small and difficult to make out as
that of Mrs. Browning or Charlotte Bronte.
In some varieties the fructification is large
and prominent, standing out in relief above
the surface like the old Hittite characters,
and surrounded by a broad and much ele-
vated border formed of the crust. In other

are

S0 many

species

varieties it is intensely black, deep stnk in |
the crust, like the intagiio hieroglyphics on |

an Egyptian obelisk, and is much branched
and twisted, though the ramifications keep

. T he
generally at equal distances from eal h oth

characters so often like Eastern let-
ters that theyv look as if they had been
copied from them; and they combine into
groups that seem like the actual words and
sentcnces of the Koran or tne Zendavesia,
which a scholar might easily interpret.
The characters of the crust, too, or the
material on which the Lirellae are in-
scribed, vary quite as much as the fructifi-

are

cation: being generally adapted to the con-
dition of the bark on which it occurs; being

z % " i s |
smooth and thin when the bark is of this

nature, and rough and thick on the rugged
bark of the oak and ash. Sometimes it is
dusky brown like the leaf of a Ppapyrus,
and sometimes faint and yellow like oid
parchment; sometimes pure white like the
finest vellum or royval court paper. And
there are several forms, found principally
on trees in the south of Europe, in which
the crust is of a reddish hue, and the fruc-
tification of a still more brilliant cinnabar
color. We might call such red-letter lichens
rubrics of the forest sanctuary.
WRITTEN LICHENS.

Written lichens, like human inscriptions,
are not confined to one medium of publi-
cation. if we may so call their appearance
and growth in nature. They are most fre-
quently found on the bark of trees, but
they also choose for thelr monuments rocks
of limestone and sandstone; stones bullt
into old walls, and old mortar covering
such walls. 1 remember a vallon or deep
drift in the conglomerate formation in the
neighborhood of Nice, where the walls on

| either side looked as if they had been bulit
on |

by a race of plgmies, able only to handle
small stones and pebbles, and setting them
ahove each other in little courses with the
utmost regularity. These stones once
formed part of an ancient
beach, and the rift looked like a catacomb
of inanimate objects, in which, Instead of
the ruins of organic life, there were the
relice of extinct mountains and seas, and
the records of mechanical laws and natural
operations, overwhelming in their grandeur
and extent. Wherever the round, smooth
pebbles projected and exposed a sufficient
surface Lo the air, their tops were covered
with the white crusts and black letters of
writtea lichens, giving them a curious tas-
scllated appearance, Sometimes three or
four species grew together, when there was
a larger surface exposed than usual, each
surrounded with a border line which sepa-
rated it from its neighbor, and marked out
its size with the utmost distincetness, These
living epistles of nature covered the stones
and showed how overflowing was the full-
ness of life, when such twilight rifts were
not left unadorned by it; but they could
tell us nothing of their own age, or the age
of the walls on which they were engraved.
They were like the Etruscan language
which is now the only linguistic riddie
that bafles the utmost ingenuity of the
scholar to solve it. Could we interpret the
mysteries which even one of these Iin-
scribed pebbles contained, what a wonderful
history we should have unfolded to us!
What forces unknown rounded its shape,
bore it hither, and built it =0 compactly into
the walls that I could not extract it without
help of a chisel and hammer? And what
was the secret of the strange life that had
fastened itself to its surface, which seemed
to partake of its own passivity and change-
lessness, and in summer’'s heat and winter’s
cold remained for years, and perhaps for
centuries, the same? Who could read the
“Mene, mene' written by the fingers of a
hand that was viewless on these walls?
SPREADING LICHENS.
Sometimes the crust of the written lichen
spreads widely where it has suflficient space
and liberty, like a parchment scroll ou the
bark of a tree. In such a case it has no
boundary lines; it fades away into the ordi-
nary substance and color of the bark. It
has the possession of a large and free ex-
istence; but when the space s limited, and
a number of crustaceous lichens meeting to-
gether, contract it, the rights of the indi-
vidual are also limited by the wants of the
social community. Its wide-spreading
growth is checked; it surrounds itself with
a black border line, more or less broad and
distinct, and takes care that its property is
secured by landmarks which its neighbors
must not remove. There are no pallmpsests
among the written lichens, owing to tha
scantiness of space and material. No indi-
vidual obliterates another in order to make
room for itself. The writing of each Is clear
and full and fills its allotted space, and no
other writing is ever superimposed upon
the original. Unlike the Pharaohs of old,
no lichen erases the cartouche of another
by Its own prouder one and no vegotable
caracalla covers over the inscriplion of his
murdered brother on his monument by his
own fulsome, living signature. Some writ-
ten lichens, surrounded with their black
bhorders, funeral letters, a= if na-
ture herself sympathlzed with our human-
ity, In that scroll of the prophet written
within and without, with lamentation and

geological sea-
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Bobby—The two that got lioked,

SURE TO BE A
Teacher—Suppose there wers four boys golng skating, and they only bad two palrs of
skates, how many boys would have to look on?
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written

| might,
er like the walls of an artificial maze. The |

| Mmense

mourning, and woe which is so constantly
unfolded to us in this world.

In that well-known work,
Tartary, Thibet and China.” by the French
Lazarists Huc and Gabet, there Is a long
of a very remarkable phenome-
“Tree of Ten Thousand
found by them near the town of
Thibet. In an inclosure not
principal Buddkist Temple of

“‘Travels in

dese riplion
non called the
Images,’
Koumboum. in
far from the

| § :.;- e, L!-{ 5

this saw, to thelr great aston-
huge tree which resembied &
with the bark of its trunk and
the separate of its
green follage covered with well-
ib characters. They at
first suspiclous of fraud by the lLamas, but
alter the Lhey obliged
acknowlaedgs nuineness of the
characters as natural productions.
Their account appears to be in pars
ticulars indebted to an ardent Imagiuation;
its

ms,

ishment, a
Lree,

branches,

luxuriant

formed T

and leaves

jlibetan

Were

closest serutiny

the g

WeTe

Lo
some

embellishmenta
eXANBeratic extraordinary iree
after all, be found to be only a spe-
cles of plane or sycamore, covered with im-
patches the written lichens,
which, as I have sald, occurs in Ereater
profusion and attains larger size in foreign
countries. Mauny exotic and several Euro-
pean lichens occur on living leaves, and
form a carbonaceous, beautifully scuip-
tured crust and elegant fructification. The
foillage of the Thibetan wonder may, there-
fore, be indebted for its singular markings
to a species of Limboria, and the charac-
ters on the bark and branches may have
been caused by an unknown graphis or
written lichen.

These strange productions are mere
freaks of nature, having only a chance, not
an intended resemblance to the writing of
man, and yvet they have a wonderful means-
ing of thelr own.

HUGH M'MILLAN, LL D.
iland.

BATHHOUSE AND HINKY DINK.

but divested aof obvious

and the

of

Greenock, 8oy

Why They Represent Chicago's Great
First Ward,

C. H., in Pittsburg Dispatch.

Bathho®se John, of Chicago, has been re-
elected alderman of the First ward. This
appears to surprise a great many people
who lately have been indulging in learned
discussions of the recent reform wave in
municipal politics, It doesn’'t surprise me
at all. I know “Jawn.” 1 know Chicago.
And, what is more to the purpose, 1 know
the First ward, *“The Bath’”' and Hinky
Dink have represented that ward from time
out of mind, and will probably continue (o
do so indefinitely. So far @s 1 can see noth-
ing but sudden death can ever stop them,

political conditions similar to that of

First ward of Chicago exists anywhere
eise on earth within my knowledge. The
square mile bounded by the lake, the river
and Twelfth street in the Windy City prob-
ably represents as much wealth as any
equal piece of territory in the world. It is
the great, throbbing heart of Chicago.
Within its borders are the ten leading
hotels, the Board of Trade, the Stock Ex-
change, the produce markets, all the news-

papers, the Womaun's Temple, the Art Insli-
tute and all the first-class theaters. Come
mercially 1t s more lmportant than most of
the South American republics. Yet this
compact realm of wealth and culture is rep-
resented by Bathhouse John and Hinky
Dink. This, of course, will strike »ou as an
anomaly, assuming that you know what
manner of men these two are. For those
who don't a swift sketch may not be out of
lace.

p.\';uun: designed John Coughlan for a
rubber in a bathhouse, but capriclous {ale
jerked him from that calling and made an
alderman of him. He is a great, fat fellow,
with no more education than a chimpanzee,
He is endowed with a ready wit of a clowns=
ish kind, a good tenor voice and an inex-
haustible supply of gall. He s given to
wearing excitable trousers and vests Lhat
contain all the colors of the spectrum, 10«
gether with the varlous combinations
thereof. For colored porters amnd races
track touts he iz the glass of fashion and
the mold of form. He is fond of running
around to the summer resorts and appear-
ing in 2 new suit of scenery every hour,
Within the past two years he has composed
a couple ol sentimental songs, which has
given him a unigue celebrity as a songe-
writing alderman.

John started as & bathhouse keeper, later
opened “The Sllver Dollar’ saloon and Is
now a banker. He always votes for meas-
ures put forward by ocorporations, and
some are harsh enough to put this fact and
his suddenly acquired weaith into unplegs-
ant connections. But Jawn doesn't mind
this. He has a hide llke a hippopotamus
and never resents a charge of corruption,
In the Council chamber he is tremendously
gerious, but the press has placed the ca
and bells on his head and his colleagues al-
ways laugh at his specches.

Hinky Dink, who divides the honor of
representing the Firet ward with Bath-
house John, first gained fame as a polisher
of pedal teguments. Later he acquired &
half interest in a barrel house, and from
tence his road to fame was easy. He s &
diminutive fellow and very taciturn. While
Bathhouse has gained fame as an oracle,
Hinky has won his as a sphinx. He pre-
fers to let Jawn do the talking, while he
devotes himself to the fine work. Thelr re-
lations are harmonious and each aids the
other at election time, These are Lthe two
men who represent the great First ward of
Chicago. Why they do It and why they
will probably continue to do so is not far to
seoak.

There are about five thousand adult males
in the ward who never vote. These are the
hotel residents, who, in the flux of business,
never live long enough in one place Lo get
thelr names on the registry books. Al-
though during the day the ward has an
approximate population of #0.0M, when
night comes practically all of this number
take the elevated trains to their homes In
the outlying wards and suburbs,. Then the
nonvoting hotel element, the various 'itla
Greek and Itaifan communities, the negro
gquarter and the denizens of the levea ars
practically aill that §s left. These under-
world elements are easily organized for
political purposes The Greek must have
his license to péddle fruit. This he secures
through the favor of the alderman, For
this he gives his vote The ltalian=s must
have work in the street-cleaning depart-
ment. Bathhouse and Hinky Dink have
both learned how to evade the civil-gervics
law, and every year In the spring they put
hundreds of these fellows work on the
city's pavroll. All-night saloon Keepers are
held In terror of having their licenses re-
voked if they fall to fall into and
thelr porters, bar clerks and hangers-on

influenced through them The wvery
table”” vote In the ward s
e ldom !T !HRS ol -[\jl-;;:v-l.
\y ! Federantion and the Mu-
cipal Votei lLeague, as well as the re-
newspapers, have freguently tried to
ity Council of this queer pair, but
ch attempt they have triumphantly
with Increased majorities. This
triuvmph for Bathhouse John s oniy
wtone of a long series of similar
Next spring Hinky Dink will run
and probably get a bigger majority
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Not a Worshiper of the Cow,
Washington Yaork World

Sunsete seenery. love, war, hate or beape
tifol women fall to move this Congres= (o
poelry,. but the cow scores every time. Dol-
liver, Dougherty and a dogen more have
rhapsodized over the cow in House or Sene
ate, No senator, except Spooner, who rises
to speak in favor of the oleomargarine bill
falls to g=t poetical. sither ahout the cow op
about butter. Bpooner's colleague, Quarleg,
had his turn at it the other day

“Ah, Mr. President suld Quaries, “"Buts
ter' RButter! It is distilied in the cruclbhies
of nature under the summer sky, In fi«ld
and meadow, where the bobolink and the
bee practice thelr sweel incantations.”

Then came Spooner

“1 am no demagogue.'”” he sald. 1 shall
not poetize about the cow. | wasa't born
down on the farm, and 1 probably know
less about farming than any man In the
Senate."

Laotter in New
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Insure with German Fire Insurance of
Indlana. Geueral offices 23 South Delaware
street. Fire, tornade and sxplosion

.




